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soil so long as the owner of the soil allows them. If one day he
wishes to use the land himself the overhanging story, with the
pillars beneath it, mil collapse. In like manner if we establish
an export industry employing five million men who live on
America's surplus of com, these five million men with their
future existence are dependent on that American surplus con-
tinning permanently and being specially set apart for exchange
for their manufactures.}y
The attractive argument of the national granary is not, how-
ever, the argument upon which the agrarian rests his claim to
special protection.* However patriotic he may be, the East Elbe
corn-grower is too honest to pretend that he cultivates his fields
for the purpose of maMng Germany independent of foreign food
supplies in time of war, nor is there any reason to suppose that,
either in good seasons or bad, he will ever sell his produce
one whit more cheaply than his foreign rival. When several
years ago the harvest was so abundant that there seemed a
fear that prices would be forced down to an unremunerative level,
an agrarian orator deliberately advocated the burning of a
portion of the crop so that an artificial condition of scarcity
might be produced. In ordinary times also the corn-growers make
no systematic attempt to provide the needs of the home market
first* but like good business men sell at home or abroad just as
advantage dictates. During the years 1906 and 1907, when
corn prices everywhere rose to an unparalleled height, the home
producer made a specially good business by sending large
quantities of rye out of the country, thus keeping the home
market sufficiently short to prevent any relapse in prices.
No one dreamed of putting into force the attractive theory of
"German com for German mouths." The best prices were
taken wherever they were offered, and the satisfaction of the
* It is a favourite idea with, the Conservative party that a year's supply
of corn from abroad should be kept stored in towers after the fashion of the Julius
Tower in whieh the Imperial War Chest of sis million pounds is preserved
at Spandau. Such a supply would be over two million tons of wheat and
rje? with a value varying from seven and a half to fifteen million pounds, -with-
out counting the enormous accompanying costs. Frederick the Great stored
com in the same way, but for the purpose of equalising prices in case of
scarcity, on the principle laid down by him in 1768 : *' In the matter of prices it
is the prince's duty to hold the balance evenly between the interests of the
EK&lflxniui,, the domain tenant, and the peasant on the one hand, and the
interests of the soldiers [who then bought their own bread] and the factory
waters on the other,"